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OVERVIEW:
The National Inventors Hall of Fame Foundation is the premier not-for-profit organization in America dedicated to recognizing, honoring and encouraging invention and creativity through the administration of its programs.  The Hall of Fame honors the men and women responsible for the great technological advances that make human, social and economic progress possible.
HISTORY:
Founded in 1973 by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the National Council of Intellectual Property Law Associations, the Hall is headquartered in Akron, Ohio with satellite offices in the Washington, D.C. area and Los Angeles.  Originally housed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the Hall outgrew its location and moved to Akron.  The Hall of Fame building, which also housed hands-on interactive exhibits, opened to the public in 1995. The Hall is currently closed for construction of the National Inventors Hall of Fame School…Center for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Learning.
INDUCTEES:
During the annual Induction ceremony, a new class of inventors is recognized.  The current number of inventors honored is 390.  Inventors must hold a U.S. patent to be considered, and the invention must have contributed to the welfare of mankind and have promoted the progress of science and the useful arts.  A National Selection Committee and Blue Ribbon Panel select inductees.

ACTIVITIES:
The Hall takes part in activities that embody the inventive spirit.  The Hall promotes future generations of inventors through major initiatives such as the Camp Invention® and Club Invention® programs and the Collegiate Inventors Competition®.  In addition, the Hall is involved with ventures such as developing and designing exhibits for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Museum, as well as special projects with national partners.
SUBSIDIARIES:
The National Inventors Hall of Fame®, Inc., is a subsidiary of the Hall of Fame charged with overseeing and facilitating the annual selection process.  Invent Now Kids®, Inc. oversees the organization’s educational programming and is committed to providing quality materials and services, pre-kindergarten through practitioners, and  Invent Now®, Inc., is the division that looks for new and creative ways to spread the inventive spirit.
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